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The Society of Municipal ReformReports on Them.

A COSTLY SYSTEM.

n-ripirmin Wncta nnH Frt.rava£?annfl

Attributed to It.

NEW YORK COLLEGE.

Why Its Abolition Should Be

Seriously Considered.

TEACHERS' SALARIES REDUCED.

Some time ago, when trie question of tbe cost of the

public schools of ibis city was exciting unusual atleutiou,the Society ol Municipal Kolorm appointed a

committee to investigate tbo system ol public educationwith a view to discovering its faults and
souses and suggesting too necessary measures of
rcloriu. Tbo committee wont to work at once, aud
alter long und careful preparation presented tlivfollowingreport at too last special meeting ol tbe society.
It was accepted and ordered to bo priuled aud will be
distributed in pamphlet form to members of the Legislatureand others in authority. The report tirst complainsof the excessive cost ol tbe public schools and
recommends a partial reduction Of salaries It also
iiinuibtu i Iia invnjiiiratfttn nl i lif» K'/irrnnl >inhn/t1 the

Coilego ot the City ol New York aud the Nautical
School.

tiik rki'ort.
Your committee having been asked to Investigate

.he system ut public education id the city ol New
Vork with a view to ttiu correctiou ot ubu&es and tbe
reduction ot expenses, wisti to say, iu all
IraukuesS at tliu outset, tliut they do Dot
assume tbo rule ot experts, qualified by
special train.op mid aputudli to potui out leubuical do-
feci# in the quality or nioiuods ut education, as such,
lurnisbcd by our system. 1 bey come as private citizens
merely, iu no niggardly spirit, but in coiutuou souse
tashluu. to inquire il tbo moneys raised to maintain
the system are to any extent w is tod, nod still lurihur
it tbo systum itsell lays upon the taxpayers ol Now
York city an unjust burden, in violation ol natural
rights at.d tbo necessities ol a sound public policy.
Assumlug tliu present system ot Iron oducutiou to be
altugeibur a just ouc, we may search lor abuses bore
and lb ore aum! tne details ol aduiiuialrutiou
to llnd, It nmy to. an uggrogato ol saving worth tbo
having or, taking a wider view, wo may look to soe If
any matures ol tUe sy stem sootu opou to lair objection,us themselves alms, s, culling tor well cousldorod
and possibly heroic treatment. Lot us briefly do
both.

1 to- Board ol Education, a company of intelligent
gentlemen, servo without pecuniary reward iu ad«
ministering a system ot which they uro not tne builders,and givo with enthusiasm much valuable time and
beariy euueuvur lor the good ol iboirlollow citizens, l'o
lliem praise and honor a re d uo lor their zoaious and
ellicicnt labors. They stand ut tbo Head pi a large
uuuu 01 p.metii vroifcrrs who, iiiougu tune uoucou uy
tbo pa.-sing worm, are spreading broadcast leaven
which id to work through una build up tbo very
framework ol our social structure, These loo, the
vitiil forces ol the ty-teni, uro worthy all praise.

It were strange, however, il, during the trying periodol nidation uud crazy waste now drawing to a
clone, the system of educauou, or, ludoed, the Hoard
ol Educutioii bud altogether escaped, contagion;
and 11 how, tue wild debaucn ended, tuere
were bcre no place lor readjustment and
relorra. The Hoard of Education, partly from
its own Inner cotuciousuess, stimulated, perhaps, by
tpiiiikliuas ol crittcisui tbruugb tno public press and
outer channels, is evolving slowly ho spirit
ol economy. Out ol opposing counsels within will
uouhtiess come judicious retrenchment in sympathy
with altered conditions and the intolerable burdens
51 an en eeolcd uxpaviug community. This report
aas taken as a basis lor tuqutry llgurox und lacts set
lortb in the report ol tbo Hoard ol Education tor 1370.
is the figure* lor 1877 ure shortly to appear,una us a reduced apportionment compelsa reduced expenditure lu some direetlou
lor tbu coming year, it ia quite possible that some
Items ot unnecessary expeu&e to which allusion is
here made may uot appear, or wtil show a reduction

Mn the olUclat report lor the present year. Our time
is snort and we do uot propose to weary you with long
lines ol uguro-, wuich hare ot lute done laitnIutservice again und ugaiu In the public pnuts,
sua which will soon ha superseded by those 011877;
hut in u de.-uitory way to rather indica.e the direction
in wbtoh we may look tor possible curtailment withoutlu all cases attempting to state precisely in figures
tbo lull ellouts then-Ill.

COST OK THK SCHOOLS.
The amount raised in the city ot New York in 1870

lor uJucutionul purposes was as tollows:.
btaie sclioot lax paid to tbo statu ol Now

York 11,503,983 88
Less uuiouul ol Htalo scuool lux apportionedto the county of New York 596.031 18

Paid by city on account of tbo State 907,353 70
8utn apportioned to the Hoard ot Educationby the Hoard ot Esurn ite uud Apportionmentin Now Yora city 3,753,000 00

$4,660,863 67
For City College, ruisod by special assessuulit 1.70,000 00

Total amount raised by tbo city ot
New York In 1376 lor educational
purposes $4,810,352 67

THK STATS TAX.
The collection uud oistnbutiuu ot the Stato tax lor

school purposes sboula ho promptly revised. The
lax Is imposed accurdiug to the valuation ot properly .

in each county. New York county pays
une-bull of the eutiro Stale tax, or, to
bo accurate, $1,603,984 out of $3,082,834.lu 1876 1 he apportionment among the couulies is,
however, lumen upou at tendance und the number of
lu.icbeia employed, which gives New York county
f690,b31 only. As now distributed the Stato tax
is practically a premium lor parsimony ou the
lurt ot cerutu couuties, wherein it is permitted
or the slate at large to expend utoru money on local

. reboots than the lnuabltants themselves ure willing to
contribute. New York raised m 1875 #3.000,000 lor
school purposes in addition to her shiiro of
the Stato lax. The other couuties of the
State taxed themselves $6,000,000 lor school purposes.T he u| portion nit-n ol school moneys should
us a mutter ol lusticu and expediency, he made to correspondtuoro nearly with tito burden voluntarily
utsutued lu the respective counties. As lite local
school taxes amounted to about $8,OOU,OOd lu tbo enlire.Slate, und tbo .state tux levied by law and apportionedamong tho counties was neany $3,000,000,
the ratio ol distribution shouldhuvo been ihrec-eigtntis
ol the sum ruisod by local rates,and New York's su«re
would have been almost doub.e the umouui actually
allowed, to establish the more equitable mtliod,
legislation . Is neccs-ary and the senators and
members of Assembly represoiiiiog Now York
city should be called upon to umber such amend
ill- ills ol the school laws us will secure a re.

, turn to New Yor,> ol a lair chare ol theSuuo tax.
The loliowing tublo will illusctftie the Inequu Hies
oi the present system. Tho llgurca are taken
iioui me report "i mo .-U|>erIIHOUUCIH oj I'uhlic
lusiruction J<»r llio Jour enulng Soiucmlior 30, 1870,
uuU lor Now York inomile iuo local lax ior 1875: .

ContnOutv/n Apportion.
mrnt of

Count*ft. Male I tx. Loral Tax. &talc Inn.
Aiicgiiicuy $14,595 $36,074 $32,308
jirouiiH- 14,«.1 10,453 84,413
Cattaraugus 14,o.> > 49,043 ;i5.3i>4
Climiuu, 111,061 114,664 "48,"Ilk
Cuuuaii^o 16,061 117, I'll 311,779
Cliulou 9,8:3 31,374 34,463

11ii.Iliuu913 3,.'i793,109
Co* IK 7,018 30,37.1 24 831

tiaralug 20,402 99,016 39,999
auiioowic 9,078 29,7oa 44,504
New Vork 1,603,094 2.984,487 699,631
Suilivuu 4,460 44,456 24,496
Ya.es 11,849 19,913 14,392

In i stiniiilii BtliUthn nuporinteiident linn deducted 'he
8t.uu apaciliuutuenl lima Uiu umuuut lixeil Oj Hits New
York Mti,i levy.

COHT or TKACHIHO I KR KJHHI.AH, 1876.
lHpil.t. ( in/ i'cr Ilrrul.

Grammar MCbooik 58,430 $1,340,682 81 $36 46
1'riiiury department*
uml school- (14,00.1 1,01521815 1836

Normal College 1.417 7u,til4 71 68 02
Trmu lug school ol NormalCo le, e 719 13,045 41 18 01
Nuuncal 8CU00I 100 43,768 33 218 08
Kvcuiug Htuti Sobool.. 1,05a 40,514 56 10 46
Countiim ev'g Hclioom. 9,418 04.841 00 11 50

BAJ.AH/i.a Or TfcACHBIIB IX GKAMVAIt BC1IOOL8
-4>i Average

' (J Lack.
67 male Driuc/UHls $105,314 61 t4.900
40 iciuulo principals ha,XI4 40 lj»22
41 tiiulo vie* principals 00,081 85 2.4.10
4a lou.alo vice principal*... 50,274 68 1,2710
111 male aaamtaQU 174,101 OS 1,670
420 K'tuuiu nasi tauiaiu male
department* 340,700 34812

462 Iciuaiu m*t>iaiul)la lu 1c
111*70 tiupurliiit-iil* 322,601 63713
liiglienl oulury, (71,000; lowest, $.,00.

l.S PHIMAKY UKPAI'. 4K.NTS.
110 leuiale principal*. 8173 .>7,1 36 SI,678
86 It'iuuie vice principal*,.,. 02,060 77 1,002
1,2.0 loiuule asM-linu 710,0717108 078

iligncal enlary, $1,800; lowest, $600.
llivre ure 213 principal* iu 115 aclinol

0ul<diHfa, aaiaree $422,700 *20
There ur<* 100 vice principal* iu 116

etiool huilUiujja, salaries 245,806 20

Total $671,500 40
lu a largo number of grammar MUooi Ouiltiiug*,

fvEVV TOR
comprising each three department* wo Dad three
principal! end throe vice principal* in one building,
with salaries aggregating troru $10,000 to $11,000,
which look! like extravagance, That some change
oOmuionds iteeil to the Judgment ot the Hoard ia interredfrom their revolve to appoint no new vice
principal*.* That some margin enata lor a reductionin ealariee, at leaat in the cave of new
appointee*, would be Interred alto <rom the fo.lowing
official statement on page 24 of the report lor 1876:
"The number ol applicant* lor poaitlon* aa teacher*,
duo iu a measure.- to the depressed liuaucl ii condition
ot oftaire, indicates that a true policy would oe to advancein all revpecte the condition oi appointment."
The naive admission next incceediug."the uvvruge
rate ot compensation n I «rger ner* tluiu in any other
city".doe* not necessarily involve the conclusion
that excessive pay m givea to all teitcliere in every
grade alike. We Are advised from reliable source*
that the average salary ol lemata teachers la
cramtnar schools tflnii to *K.">f)i is not loo hich. bill
thai Hie 10 callsd aiipreouce teacher is not fairly
wurib lor itio Qr»t year or two over $400 per annum,
ami itiat in the c.isv ol male teachers (averaging,
where two or more are employed, $1,652, and where
one only, $1,865) 'be pay la somewhat excessive,

PUIMAKV »'<'ilUOL TLaCUKKS,
We quote Irotu the report lor 1876, page 25:."The

primary school teachers have a lower rule ol pay than
our grammar (cbool teachers.and the primary
rbonla have oeen used as training places lor the betterpaid positions in the grammar schools, lusirucliouami discipline aie uo more dtlbcult in the grimmarschools m.ui in the primary. I'he majority ol
pupils receiye all the education they have in the prima|ry and never cuier ibo gruuiuiur schools. This inajoritv
deserves the llr-l consideration. We ass, Uo tlieso
pupils, over 70-100 ol the entire uumber, receive the
Urnt consideration 1 Let ua see. I'he number ol
pupils to each assistant teacher is:.In grammar
schools, male and female, 36; primary department
ol grammar schools, 40; primary schools, 45. Uo
these laborious tuauhers iu the primary departments
receive sulllc.ent cousidorationt Possibly wbiie
gazing up at tlie lop of the system we arc overlookingthose bard worked and scantily paid teachers and
Uic 70 100 ol all the pupils at the bottom.

tK*ITOHS.
The salaries of Janitors tor 1876 were:.

In the grammar aud primary schools $122,061 63
Normal College.
Janii or .'....$3,000
Assistant janitor uuu eugiuccr.... t,ei.o
Training school 1.1UU

5,609 00

Total 11.47,7m 63
A reduction ol twenty-live percent wou.d ellect it

saviug ol about |33,OUO suuie reilucllou is coulompluieii.sua certaluly would bo reasouuble. A nuinuer
ol janitors oombiuo with tbc care una cleaning ol too
buildings tliu duties ol eugiucer in managing the
healing apparatus but many residing lu tUo buildings
without cuarge lor rent, luel and lights are unskilled
laborers, ana reoeivo compensation largely iu excess
ol Hie same class ol labor in oibor positions.

CONSOLIDATION OF SCHOOLS.
It is evidcut that the hoard ol Kducution can sensiblyreduce tno cost ol maintaining the fiublio school

system. So Isr, however, us the roduotlon tin expenditurewill no accomplished by an arbitrary reduction. of tbo salaries paid to teachers
without discrimination, it is unwise anil unjust.Th ere arc, liowover, grammar anil primary
schools winch by reason of locality douotless nave a
small avcruge ai tendance ol pupil*. lu theso schools
mo principle ol consolidation muy be salely applied. '

lu schools whore ibe hoys' department, lor example,
includes lower than 3(>U pupils.Nos. b, 7, 31, 33, 34
und 3b.aud wlieio thero are also lower ibau
3i>0 girls in tho lefhalu department, the lorou ol
principals may be suiely rouucetf wuhout impairing
the inacbiuery ol administration. One principal,
wiili chief nssistuut teachers in each department,
could roadily accomplish the labor of supervision.
I'be best and largest schools m tiio city are relut.voly
the least expousively managed. lu No. 17 (Tonyseventustreet) ibere are 3,104 children, and tho
cost lor luitiou nor cuintu is .tlb la u vuar

ill No. 5 (Moll street), with t>41 ebildion, tho
coil is $32. No. 35 (tu Tlilrteonlb street), witn 932
lu the boys' mill 5X1 in the pr miry cld|iiirini<tiit. 1,443
in all, con is $27 u your per pupil, lu No. 47 (1'welllti
street), with 1,196 pupils, tlie cost is $22 63 per aunurn.Nos. 23 und 24 (in City Hall p uce and Klin
street), Willi about "OU children oucli, returu $36 and
$34 us the stiuuul cost par pupil.

ll would be uujusi, without u careful and exhaustiveanalysis ol ail the schools aud the consideration
o( special circumstances which compel a temporary
excess of cost ovur the average maintained
in iho best and largest, to claim that
ine lioard of K.location Is reckless and extruvuguutin iho management of the schools.
Ad important equitable consideration occurs which
uliist not be overlooked. t'ho engagements o( the
touchers cannot ho terminated without regard to their
rights, legal aud moral. Assuming tuut me policy ot
reducing tbo number of priucipalsbipH is accepted.audthe Hoard havu resolved to disoouliuueappointmoutu to the grade or vice
uriuctpal.the compensation cannot be cut uowo. at
least curing the period lor which the engagement
was mude. It Is quite possible that people may
demand a reduction iu the expenses ol our bvstt'in ol
eJucutiou, aim yoi bo honest aim uiierly ireo (ruin
secret hostility lo the cause.

Iu England there are writers ol eminenoo who
bolaly oppose all Ireo education. Uut lu ibis State,
and even iu this city of New YorK, beyou.1 doubt, tbe
principle ol Ireo eiemeoiury educatlou tor the poopio
la rooted ami grouudod iu the conviction* of thoughtlulmen.a cardinal articlo ol laltb, underlying ill
conuueoco Iu lUeaucurtty Of a republio routing on Iroo
suffrage.
We bud, before our birtb as a nation, In tbe colonloi

ol Massachusetts and Connecticut, public schools.
'Mountains ol intelligence,'1 aptly called.(oxtered by
the jealous solicitude ol a people who uever once waveredin supporting tbetu, although well nigh crushed
by their toad ol taxation. The Governor ol the lattercolony iu 1(170 reports one-lourtb of is revenue
laid out In maiuialniug tree coinmou schools lor tue
education ol its children; snd alter tbe war
of tbe Revolution, the State of Connectlout, amid tbe
exhaustion of thu long siruggfc, uobiy consecrates to
ibis purpose, trom tbe proceedsol her Western Keservo
lauds, $%OOU,OUO. It wuuld he absurd to doubt thai in
our tax ridden city of Kuw York to-day this sutno principleol Ires elementary education is deeply roolcd
10 tbe affections ol luielilgeut people, ready as ever
10 respond to all reasonable levies lor its support, or
ihut lu ibis crisis lu our municipal affa.rs, auy reiorm
so called wmch should servo to crippio tbo common
school system proper, would be doomed dear economy
indeed They loos, not ouly lor its contiDOauoj, but
lor its cxieuatou to meet rtie demands ol increasingpopulation. Rut while consenting to be taxed
to luruisb each untaught child lu this city a good
couimuu school education, largo numbers ere beginningto wake up and usk lor a clear understanding us
to wbut are tbe proper limits ol public uducuuon and
(bat these may Dot be crossed. Thsy ask if there
may not be sumo steps to retrace, u there baa not
boon u drilling away Iroin first principles; whether, in
some wsy, we may not luy bold ol these agaiu;
winmur tuuus ruisou ai sucn neuvy cost cannot DO
more wisely applied; whether, in laot, it cannot. by
luboreut right, no clutmed tliut no elementary Kuglisbeducation, aud that ulono, shall bo larmsUed
rum luxation. They soe that the mass of the youug,
lor whnm they are wlilinu to ho spent, unit
lor no more, una they uru beginning t» believe
that II a broidvr und higlior education Is wanted it
should ho had at private expense. It is their understandingthat, as Ireo luetnutious could uot loug
onuure save on the I'ouudatlou of an enlightened
people, the coti'inou school was established to oppose
elementary education to ignorance in order that
it might seull lorih each child into the world well
grounded id tbo elements ol an Kuglisti euucation,
lined through discipline and habits ol industry lor at
least sell-suntalollig service lit liIB wait in lilt1, Vid
lor sale membership in socioty and tho State.

KhKHKNTAKY K lll'tATION
Their notion ol the sort ol traiuiug reaulsita lor

this cud and ol the false tendency ot iho present systemliuds partial expression in Mia lollowing preamble
and resolniions, adopiod hi a meeting ol lint IJourd
ol Lducutiou, Jinuury IX, 187(1:.

Vt liorsHH numerous Htinliu- h iving been from time to
time added in the course ol itisiruciion wlilch urn cotcnlHicdto withdraw tin. pupil's tint and attention from Me
more impnrtant aulija.te ma ntle, writma, spelling ami
arithmetic.-aud to encourage iu theiu habit* of
thought of the inu.it superficial character, and
as a consequence many of the .hilrun pass into
the active pursuits lite without Doing nolo
to .lischargo the .iulles ileinsailed allheal; anil, whereat
it Is a well known taci that in* great majority <>t our pupils
receive all tile education they over uhluiii iu the primary
schools, aud cousuquciuly the instruction and discipline of
these schools Mould he mado purled and thorough ; therelore.

Unsolved. I hat tho Committee on Courso of Study
and school Hooks bo ruque-tu i to exam ill Into the matter
,.t the earliest moment, and learrange and reduce tho subjectsin thu coiuso of stnoy. so a in enable the pupils in
devote their time with greater energy to the attainment
of n knowledge of the elementary branchoa ut au Knglisheducation.
Taxpayers remark that Utile by little we have built

upon this original system of coniniou schools, until
now Ireo educallou sIsuiIIom doi merely Instruction iu
ibu eieuiuuls ol knowledge, hut iu ihe several
branches ol advanced class cul and sclcti iQc
study, iu French, UermuD, Spanish litoruluro,Iu Astronomy, llollcs Kellers, Philosophy,Sic., &c. They sco large sums drawn Horn
tho pocket* 01 taxpayers lo support a normal col.ego,
with the uslnuitihle purpose ol providing teachon lor
the lower seuools, u ibujoriiy ol whose pupils, howoyer,hcver render ihu sorvice lor which they are educated; a Iree academy expanded into u lull blown col luge,
employing ut largo sul irius a corps ol ilislingulslied
proicsaoi'n, aud vicing in its curriculum with Yale,Harvard aud olhor purely literary institutions. Here
wo havo reached the present climax ol <>ur system ol
publio instruction. To tho d. pirturo Iruin it systom
good snouglt lor our lathers ally years ago, to
lhi% Hiuliuoiit.il theory of progressive men-
lul development which would ''educato up,'' I
as the common phrase goes. until, so to
Bpe k, iho lomidatiohs of society living lilted up and
spread out at tile lop, there shall at length he presumedthe "eiovutcd" unit subiiiuo speciaclo ol, olio
ali-purvading top.a dei urtiiro and theory not
dreamed in sober, old-fasllioued days.may we look
us mainly promoting the murmurs ol dtscouteul with
our schoul uudgei so rile ol laic.

SXW VOKK f KKK SCHOOLS.
In 18b5 I)c VV ut Cliuton nud a umubur ol leadiug

oitixeus patiltotied th« I.egialuture lor a charter
(or a Irau school and wero incorporated minor
the name ol "Thu Hucietv lor KsluhiishtDK u Free
8. liool ill the cliy ol Now York, lor the education of
autli poor cuiidtan as uo not belong lo or arc uot
proviuuc fur ny any religious society. Una society,
lorinud in lXO.'i, was thu germ from which our puuiiu
liistrueliou iias grown. 1'ne rate ol increase In cost
W. ..J.. v.#1 ny mw in miir.v itr. utlllln Ihli llil'll I I
ilie year JSi/.'i, ;ih set lurui in iho lollonrins labl*, will
lio ol interest:.Kuiibii lu I80G; Ihlo, $3,700; 1830,
muuui 437,000, I860, $301,000; 1875, $3,650,000.

x cluxua or ktstkm.
To modify our present system i.| common school*

so mh to'oDlain lor ilio amount oxpsiitied, whatever it
may bs, the Kri»t"*i possible public «i>ou, mny well
enlist id* earnest devotion ol to* Irlend* ol *iu«mtloo.In outline It would soero that we rboiiltl have
public school* lor buys unit lor uirla 10 luclud* iltc
classes now allotted to Iho primary departments uud

K HERALD. THURSDAY.
u far as tbe fourth grade to the gramoar. Lag* than
twestjr par eeut ot pupils iu the griimoar sobopls
are louou in the three highest classes. Tbe total
oumoer is these tbree grade* was iu 1876 8,061.
Fur these pupils and lor Hie 660 In tun
Introductory class ol tbe College o I New
Yora, and the 7JV in tbe first and second grades ol
tbe Normal College, or about ten thousand iu all,
hiuh schools chould be established in nnnvanianl sec.

lions o tbe city. Consolidation of existing school*
would doubtless furolsb all needed buildings without
increased oxpeuve.
Tbe College of New Yora and the Normal College. II

maintained, should be simply training school* for
leucbere, and as »uto should be eupporied by tbe
.state of New York, in llko manner aa ibe sight norimil acbooli at Albany, Buffalo and otber places.

aucti a system it in oporutlou in Boeio i, wiiere tbe
number oi children attending tbe public aeboola la
neurly ninety per cent of tbo children of scboolwge.
and where the maximum of success in tbe inuuictptl
ayeteiu aeeine to have been 'aiuinod. It ta obvioua
tbat iu tbia way tbo besi result* woulo be possible of
attainment. We should ricgmxe tbe facia of tbe
naac and uot be cbtrgfcd witb blind adherence to the
method adopted simply because wo are tceustomcd
to it.

nkw roKk coixxon.
It is not in a spirit 01 hostility to tbe College of tbo

City of New York that tbo coiumitteo urge inquiry
Into us system of management or the character and
scope ol its oporetions. und tut committee believe it
uojust and impolitic to advocate the uboltliOD or substantialmodification of the college as a separate
measure ol retunn. Uotb ibis institution and the Normal
College have ouigrowu the origiusl idea underlying
their foundation, und It is 001 altogether clear ibal
tbe development baa been neeltby or in tbe direction
ol tbe greatest good to tbe community. On a carefulstudy of tbe situation (be geucrai suggeillou of
adaptiug our system to tbut given In ids above
outline will be lound least open to objection.
Tbe Uovornor ol the State 01 New York in tbe

annual message ol January 1, 18711, relors to lbs euormouasum ol money raisod by taxation for scbool purposus,aud uses lbs foliowiag empuatic language:.
In my Judgment a very great wrong bos already grown

up iu connection with our otherwise excellent system, it
lies In the principle ol applying largo amounts ol the
moneys raised hy taxation to the tupporl of high schools
end instruction m all the sciences and higher
branches ol study required iu the learned proles-tnus.
I can nnu no excuse lor raising money by general taxation
lor such purposes When the .state lias given to all the
cnhdreti a good common school education It should leave
meui to tneir u«u resources aim lu iuiiow iucii callings in

lit* Its their capacities 111 them for. To to beyond this is lo
injure ruber than uoucfit iheiu.
Much discussion following tiicso pints spoken words

ha* servuil to bring lorth evidence of a strong public
sentiment approving these views, and lo show a belief
thai less ul iuo higher education will uot servo to
keep down men ol genius, wuo, as ever lu ibis country,will bo sure to rise through Ibelr own inherent
energy cud strength

tub on«KCTs or xducxtiok.
According to reports in the newspapers the school

authorities arrfdivided in opiuion ou llie subject at
issue, due thinks the object ol all education, so
lar as taxation is couccrued, is to give buys and
girls just so much learning as will make tboin
uselul members ot socioty and relieve the police
department aud the poor house department o( tneir
charges, and tbil beyond that It n^ugaiust our principlesol government to go. Another has enlarge!
views as to appropriating private iuuds for public or

(in bis case we may say lor) private purposes, lie
has the right, not the privilege, to demand lor
his cnlld Whatever education, lu a general way,
he may require to Qt him lor auy position thuf is open
to him iu this country. Another, contending lor
liignor education, seems to intimate thai puror morals
uro to be looked lor as the result ul each
higher tlignt in mental oducailou when ho
says, "As lor rue, 1 boltevo in lewer policemen
and more teachers; in more s'choolhouses and
colleges and fewer reiormatories and prisons." Our
educational motto should be oullious loje education
and not a caul wasted. Here it may be interesting so
reler to an abstract ol a paper on uselul educationby Mr. K. Bingham lu a recent number
of lho J'otytfcfinic, containing many (acts aud
observations worthy ol nonce ill theso limes of
forcing in education. Mr. Bingham duos not believe
that i-cnool education lends lo dimmish crime. > Ho
says tnut tho ratio ot crime to population is less in
Ireland than in Massachusetts, and' that properly is
more secure in Italy with its muny millionsol illiterates, than in the old buy
Bute with all IU schools. Of tho 373
prisoners received last year into the Western Pentleuliuryof the State of Pennsylvania 233 had attended
public schools, Ml private schools aud 09 had never

gone to school. Ot the 2,383 prisoners received into
the Eastern Penitentiary ol ibo same State during
the ten yours ending with 1869 17.21 pur
cunt were illiterate aud 81.83 had never been apprenticed."Ail observers will admit," remarks toe
uutnor, "that there is not as much intelligence aud
skill working on the larms now as mere was twenty
years ago. The (ears ol the lurmers were not mat their
sous would know too mucu, but that they would do
ton little. It was not book farming or wisdom
w tb work they (eared, but making hay in lue
shads or larmiug by the fireside; plucking gaeso
iu the courts, preaching lor practice, pills for pumpkins,the pen and yardstick (or the plough and harvest
lork. The change lias not been Iruui prison lo school
so much as troin honest labor to idleness and crime.
Everything else being equal, tnenta! culture raises the
standard ol morality; out we would choose a com inuultyol industrious and illiterate members ratber fhun
one ol idle and literary habits lor a high standard of
morality.

PRK8IDBNT WOOD'S TIKWS IK 1889.
Prom a report ol the Citizens'Association of Mew

York, dateu Feoruary 13, 1889. we extract the followingsuggestions bearing upon tne system of public
instruction in this city. The chairman ul Uiat coinntiiiec,we would ubic, was Mr, William Wood, now
ProsideDt of tne Board ol Education;.
"The uniy grouud upon which tbe State is Justified In

carrying on public schools is that wiluout the education of
her citliL'tis her own salety Is Imperilled." The limit imposeduy tbe nature 01 the case upon the Instruction
afforded by the Slate Is fixed at that point where such
u >suulial elemeuta of instruction are given to the youth

as will euabiu III iu to tit himself fur the ilisciiarge ot the
duties of a citlr-eu. When the Mate aims 10 carry InstructionInto what is called "the Higher branches" she departs
from her duty and engages In the business ol teaching
as sucli, la kin: into her own iiauds what rightiully
belongs to private enterprise. The cow uud danger to
the community from the Ignorance of ciiliens, aud the tinhappinessallien must result to the victims ol parental
neglect, aluno Justify the M..te lu organising schools; and,
when the youih is so far Instructed as to remove this
danger, the Male has no business with tils educaUOII.We should not attempt to vie wltb prlv.ito
instruction, since if we do so. where is lo be
the end ! should we go beyond aud raiso our standard to
that ol the highest colleges T Should we stun here or go
still further and fouud public schooii ot law, of medicine
aud of uivluitv f 11 wu allow ourselves to be drawn Into
the contest can any eue tell tbe limit of the expense? Met In our day we are seemingly uot content
with the possession ol a system of common schools, but are
making haste to elevate eacii ol these schools into tne dignity,practically, ol su academy or college It t» entirely
In accordance with this tendency that we find printed ou
the title page ot a large number of these text books the
words, "For the use of academies, high schools and colleges.'

There are studies which are not appropriate far elementaryfree schools, but tbe more appropriate for academies
aud colleges. There Is no propriety in giving boys uud
girls in theso sohools. whose greatest need is to be well
grounded in spelling and grammar, an oniamoutal educationin English literature; and, probably, this effort to
secure what Is ornamental merely is made at the sacrifice
of more useful Nccoinulisliments.

It Is lit the age ol filteen thin the Stale should have done
with the instruction of the children of Its sitlsens. Much
is the facility with which knowledge is now Imparted, and
such the growing capacity ol successive generations of childrenin Mci|uirnig it. that all l.u essential outlines of knowledgeneeded for u hu-y life can be communicated to chtldrruwho are under that age.
W ith those who ere oldur the acquisition of the knowledgeneuussarv to the purlieu ar trade, business or prolessionwhich the child is to iollow should commence. I bis

is either lu the counting room and store, the workshop or
the colleges where special occupations or proieisions are
taught. The Sew York l.'olleg will, it allowed to
exist, become finally the school of ccrtaiu professions, iu
ituituliou of other coliegss.

OUIt SYMTKH OK EIIUCXTIOK.
Inquiry Into tho cunditioD ol oar system of public

education invoivos too gravo una iui|>oriunt responsibilitiesto he uppro ohed without tbe power aud tho
leisure consisted with an official and complete ex-
niniuatioti. There aro essential weaknesses tu
tliii system winch are disclosed lu part,
but in purt only, on a cursory study ot
tbe question. Having in view ttic alius and tbo possibilitiesol a well ivguiuted comiuon school system, tbo
coiuinuUo urge tbe presentation ol a memorial to the
Legislature lor u commission charged with tbe duty
ol close inquiry into our iStote mid city
schools iu all tueir dcpuriineuis. Tbo uxpeuoiture of
a lew ibousiiud dollars on sucb an investigation, tiia
Commissioners being armed Willi ofllciul powers,
woulo undoubtedly lead to u better comprehension of
tbe requirements ol tbe system.
New York city expenus $U,700,000 on tbo education

oi less than llo.uoo atteuuiiiiis upon tbo schools. It
Is not unreasonable to assume that the aggregate of
expenditure under a revised system would be contributedcheerlully wore toe taxpayers assured tbat tbere
was bo wasto or extravagance.

(>EOKGB A. KOBH1NS, Chairman.
*1 8. 18 A ACS,
EinVAKi) Van V0LKEKBURGH.

THE BOAUD Or EDUCATION ADOPT THE IlEPOBT

OF '1 HE COMMITTEE ltEDUClNU TEA0HEB8'
t?ALA IlIES.
At the regular monthly meeting of tho Board ol

Education yestorday afternoon tbcri! win a large audieuceofteachers, mostly ladie.-, who listened with the
greatest inicieaito tho report ol the Cotniniueo on

Salaries anu Economies and the dobalo which lollowed.
The City Supurluiondcnt's report atated that during

January examination* wore heid in the schools ot the

Fourth, Tenth and Niuaiounth wards with generally
commendable results. The report wui referred to the
Committee on teachers. Tho Superintendent ol Truitunyreported that 1,048 case* were luvtstlgalod by
the agency ol the bureau during the mouth and that
liio truants were returned to the ecboola.
A ounimunicailou irom I'roleesnr Ueorge H. Ourtia

in favor of continuiog musical Instruction In tha
schools was rtlorred to the committees on salaries
and economy.

HAI.AHIKS AND ECONOMY.
The report ol tue Uomiuiitee on Salaries and Economywas read, recommending a reduction of aixand

one-hull per cent In tne salaries of tho lemma taacoora
ol grammar schools, male department tea to Olteen
percent, principals and vice principals, according to
size ol schools, from ten to twenty-live par cant. It
suspended the special teachers of music and reduced
It.. ..1Ill inn.. .... It.,*.I .... ...I Til.

report in fuIf m ui lollow*:.I'riudpitU ol acliools
Having an uiiondance lor the preceding your of 160 or

less receive $£,.'60; 160 to 3w, 92,23(1; 3Ul to SOU,
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$2,750; 501 tad upward, $6,ooo. Vtee principal* la
souooia having an-average aUrndaire* on lb* preceding/ear of a grammar grade ol 250 and upward, $2,000;
mule aaalaiania, wuara but one employed, $1,000;
wliara two are employed, $1,700 le fl,3u0; where ibr>e
are employed, $1,700, $1,500 and $1,300; wbere tour
are employed. $1,500, $L,0O0, $1,400 and $1,200, wtier#
Ura are employed, $2,000, U,5oo, $1,500, $1,200 aud
$1,000. To female >1811:1401* an average aalary uol
exceeding $500 will bo paid.
Tue annual aalariea paid to teacbera lu lemule grammaraebooU s Li all be as loliowa:.To priucipaia o

schools baring unt average attendance on ilie precedingyoar ol 100 or less. $1,200; 101 to 150, $1,600;
161 lu 300, $1,600 ; 300 10 600, $1,000 ; 501 una upwurd,
$1,700; lo vice principals lu acbuola bur ug aii average
attendance lor ibe preceding yrarol a gr.iiuinar grade
oi 25u aud upwurd, $1,200; 10 aa.islaute, au uveruge
salary uoi exceeding $725.
The iuuu*i salaries paid to icu&iers iu primary

departments and scnoola sbull be as follows:.lo
priuc.pals iu schools having an average t-uendaiice
ior the precadiug yaur ol 21XJ or less, *l,6uO, 201 10
4'hj, *1,100; 401 to 000, *1,000- soO aud upward,
*l,7oo; to vica principals, in schools Having au aver
age ilieudauco lor tue preceding year ol 660 to 60o,
$000; 601 to 1,000, $1,000; 1,101 aud upward, *1,200;
to :tas.a>auts, an a*erugc eul.ry uot exceeding $ooo.
Ko salary ol an a-s slant teacher suull exceed mat

ol a vice principal of llie Sume hcuo l. ,
1'riucipais oI lourteuu years' standing of primary

ami grammar actioola shall be paid uot less luuu Ilia
lollowing auuuai salaries:.K«r principals ol initio
dep.irliueni, $2,600; lor principals ol leiuale depart.
nu-ni, $1,900; lor principals ol primary departments,
$1,760. An mule assistant teachers appointed on and
alter tbe 1st day ol January, 1878, ol less tltau ous

year's experieuce as instructors in tbe scnools ol tins

ciiy or elsewhere, sud all lemuie asaistaots appouited
on or alter said date wbo Lad leta lUun one yt-ar'a ,

experience as instructors sbull Ue Kuowu as junior
resellers and shall be paid lor llrsl year's service;
Male, $70o; leuaie, $400, and ua tue expiration ol tbe
year's service suall be eulltled to at leaat tbe itilbi-
brum salary rate ol $10 ior uialea and $6 lor females,
uud cease to lie considered aa junior teaoliars. The
salaries ol Juuior teucbers sbull uot be eatiiuuled io
the average sums uliowcd ibo several depurinieuts.

1'Uu salaries ol leinale assialuul teachers soall bo
graded by tue trustees ol the respective wurds iu applyingme average sums allowed ior tne respective
schools and departments. Iu no case sbull tue dil-
lereuce exceed *100. l'euebers ol drawing aud ol
French aud Geruiuu ahull bo classitiea us special
leacners. No salary ol a teacher oi drawing suall exceed$2 per hour, and mat ol Geruiau una French *1
per hour. Tue teachers ol uiusio sUall receive the
sum ol $60 in addition to the amount allowed aa regularassistant leather, provided the usual instruction in

yubic be giveu. No principal or vice principal ol a
school shall be appointed to sueb poaition. '

Itesulved, That a deduction* ol five pet- cent bo made
from the sunuai salaries now paid to the President, prolessor*aud Instructors ol the Normal College iu each case
wuer* said salary exceeus al.OUO. It wa. further resolved
tnat tue janitors' salaries be reduced twenty per ceut.

At tbu conclusion ol the reading ol this report
President Wood vacated ihe cbair aud took the door
that he might cuter into the discussion. CommissionerUslbtettd tuolc the cbuir. Tbe question was
vuriously dibcussed. ,

Commissioner SVaiaou did uot think tnat. tbo male
priuoipais snouid receive $ii,6oO aua the female priusini,:itl.iO#. lie ihouahL ihuL the ludies earnedouita

liio uuucraiguvu, uuTiiig uvcu api'uiuvcu a cuiimjitteounder » ro*oiutioii 01 ilia New York Menioo-Lcgul
,-oclety 10 report to too Stata society in reUdou to inquiriesas to the sanitary coudiuou of the public
bclioold ol tbo guy ol Now York, bug ioavo 10 itoswer
tbo question suniuitied to thorn aa loliows:.

Q. la any ayaicin of veuniation iolluwod in your
public schools 1 A. No. Ventilation Is waiuly by tbe
windows during recess.

Q. What method oi beatlug is employed auil what'
kind ol luel is used? A. Tbo rooms are boated by
aleum radiation supplied Iroin boilers in tbo basemeat*

Q. Are frequent obsereatlons ol temperature made,
niui wnat la tue usual range ? A. Tbrcu tunes a day.
In auKwer to tins question s principal ol tbe primary
department, in oue ol tbo largest grammar schools,
opened l.isiyoar lor tbe recejuiou ol pupils, sayasowe
rooms will not average sixty degrees; oiuere will
average eighty dogrces.

Q. Is tho seutiug c .paoity In the lower grades sutllcient,and wnat nir space ia provided lor the light?
A, Limited; prescribed by tbe board ol Education.
An abstract from tbo report ol tbo special committeeon School Hygiene is bare gtvun to Illustrate

ibis point:.
At the outset of our iuauiries our attention lias been arrestedby a report pf I lie Committee on Bylaws, Ac., of the

Board ol Education, under date oi Mare.. 16, 1«7H, not yet
adopted , and reeiiiuiiriidtug a continuance, »»r, at l.est,
only slight inod.llcatl 'iis of conditions which we are convincedare ui lerly iiicuusiHtent wiiu duo i-are for the preservationot tno i.callli oi the children in pnullc schools.

* Wo llrst notice tlio conclusion of your coiuniiJtsro In
regard to the amount of sir spec required and iho causes of
overcrow..ins "In lining the sittli.u capacity ol' rooms the
tulle* nig snail be a miuiiiiutii allowance of boor tin tucu and
nir space lor pupils In too three lower grades of primary
schools and dcpariuients, live square feet and seventy cul.ic
feet; in tbo three higher grades, six square leel and
eighty eublc led, in Ilia lour lower grades of grammar
schools, it-vou -quare leet and nlneiy cubic lout; iu the
four (uglier cranes, ulno square leut and 100 cuutelcel."
iKoport, pp. '-!'-!d-j:i i.) » ,--uch a cainiclty of schoolroomspace, thougli uoillessiolly greater thou tli.it which now
is and hitherto nas iooii ailoae.i thou unds ol children
111 the public schools ol Now York, is not. so far its we have
i.eeu able to learn, vousistent witli phy-io.ogical
law oi wiili the opinions upon tins subject ol
tnnse whose scientific liidgmout is entitled to delerencu
una respect. * * 1 liu mminium cubic space in which
tUe slalnlaid of anno p icric polity iu.iv hu maiiilaiiieii
witlioul perceptihlo dr.iiiglit lias been loutid, l.y actual oxporiiiionlwnli ihe must perleci lueciieiiical appliances
mtlicrto devised, to be t-4 nis amount pf space will admitul reuowal six timus nil hear without appreciable
brought, faking tins at the lowest slaudurd, alio accentIngthe concurring opinions ol nil credible uulhorltlea tlust
write upon ihe best practical menus ol ventilation,
Uie margin lor contingencies suoiilu be, at tbe least, equalIn area to the demonstrated actual necessities, and we
UttVo Upwarn of Hist cubic leet. at the lowest standard of
allowance, lor twenty-lour hours YYs would, there ore,
recommend m a .uplailou of tills amount Lu school hours.
Lrety ludividual ixcttially poisoned fliteen cubic foot <>l air
every ill.ur. To prevent tins thirty ciuuc leet. at least,
should be provided hourly, wlncn proportion lor live hours
dally school session re.finr.'a loll cubic In t as tli Mtiallust
space cumputloie with elliuieut veutilotion, without daugurouavxpdeure to draughts. a

HKLAXATIO.V.
Q. 1* nny system ol exeicl. or gymnastics followed?A. dimply calisthenics exercise.
Q Aru thu boiiis ol eclioo. prop-nv interrupted by

j>t-riods oi relaxation ? a. No; i hole i» but one recess
during the morning, and none uf ull in me ulleruuoii,
for ours tin so liiiicuniloren in tbegallery classes are
obliged to reiuntu witbuut cbuugu of position In coualruinedpostures, packed as closely as it la possible
to puck litem. I'lieso classes uveragc suvtnly-livo.
(Join us uitl.v tw o classe s occupy this rji.ee.

'I
tj. Have any ubsarv.iliuba been inudu on the rota-

.tlou b'-tween the ratu o: sickuess and the system of
beating nod vuiiti hiliou ? a. .None. Mnitio tunc since
uu order was union directing leacucrs to report '

... 11.. .-I ... II.... ,I.
|U ..v.-....ai)VS V>. I,UIIIII(|UU1|

diseases and to dismiss irum Hie school pupils iobtdlUgID III* IDIeC'leil house, niso Colli IgUOUS olio*,
rnis ordvr is inoperative. The toscncr* hive no
in. sua ol acquiring this Information but thrnugii the
children, wuo «r« as a ruic uorilntblo l'liyaiciuiis
uo Dot as a rulo report loose eases. Morouvsr,
among the leiiumuiit population physicians are
out usually Called iu until the disease has aahumana gntvs churitclur, lliu pailuhls heiug frequently
Hi the point ol doutn. How, then, could Ihe Health
Hoard derive this luiormwiion at such tiu early period
as to uialto It available lor the protection ol the neallb
ol lue pupils r lu tne meantime-, other children ol
the sume lamily and llioso liviug lb adjacout looms
coiue lo Ibe schoolroom and sproni the disease in variousdirections, without the pureuts or teachers having
any knowledge of Its origin. It is plain that
these schools are uui protected irotn exposure
to distaio*. Wo renoutmoud proper uiedicai supervisionto prevent tins, hxpcriuuce has ueuioustrated
that the only possible ineani 01 allordiug I Ins protectionlies lu ths sjipoii)tinont ol conipi tent inodicai Inspectors01 chuoibousos. A bill making sucu appoiulmeat,under ill# Jurisdiction ol thssBoard ol iloaltU,
passed tlieSeualu last year, and it will he inirotiuced
ogam during the preaent session, and It Is hoped it
will become a law, I'he Ktale Medical Society would
materially aid ilio pitsnago ol lb# hill by Ita recoiuracbilMllon.The ehulrman ol the committee uddrussod
notes to esvcral ol our most experienced toaclicrs,
requesting answers to the inquiries ma tie, These
teachers bavo bean couuectud lor upward ol twenty-

LB SHEET.
-r-tflr#years with thalr department, and II > hoped

that too inlorm jtiun derived Iroiu thli eoure# will >ld
lha committee 10 urrivioq at tha conr.luatooe desired.

COLUMBIA CULLLGE AND 1'HB, JfUBLICSCHOuL*.
A story baring boon put IB circulation to the effect

toal Columbia Collate had offered to receive and
graduate as many dtudcijta as ought be sent to that

iiiftuuiioo, properly qualified, Imm the public schools,
at a total coat or $100 lor asCD student, a 11 skald
reporter was loatrocted to lorestlgata the correctness
of tUo statement, inasmuch as 11 well fuqudei^ It
seemed to offer tutnu slight reason lor the abolition of
toe New York College on the score of economy.

Sir. Samuel B. Ruggles, it member of toe Board of
Trustees of Columbia ^'oilege, was seen ai his reyi*
denco. He said that no proposal bad ever been muds
to lake any students at reduced ratea lu euner the
Academic School or the School of times. The
lees iq the former depun incut amount to $100 per

as tuuuU ut the woo. I
coiuiui.-siouer Walker suggested in bis remarks tnat

the salaries ol 1,2-6 primary teachors were not reducedat ail. I
I'lesidoni Wood spoke warmly against the reduction

ol lltu salaries ol the Normal College president and
proiessors on the ground ol inetr great labors.'

Commissioner Watson ollered uo umeudment to ro- i

duoe tuese salaries ten per cent, wuicu was lost, iho
rcuort was tlnully uoopled by lire CoiuiniUee ol the
Wtiole. Eacu item was voted lor by uil tba commissionerspresent except Commissioner Wutsou. ^

it was re»oivu«i to bold an extra m> etiug on Monday
alteruoon to lurther discuss tins report.

THU KKUl'CTiOK. ,
The following la ibo scule ol reduction:.

Substitute teachers $5,000
Principals' salaries ,05,620 j
Mule assistuut tcaolievs 15,006 ,
Female assistants in lurge grammar sonooU... 22,000
Female assistant* lu small grammar schools.. 10,110
principals ol colored schools 2,100
Junior teacuers 7,500 j
Normal Collego J.uoO ;
Special teachers ]'2,0o0i
Jaultort' wages 25,oo0 i

Total $177,4o0
The minutes ol the last meeting were amended lu

read $6 50 per night for the principals ol ibe evening
schools aud $5 lor the teachers, instead Ol $7 50
and $4.
Commissioner Wlckhum said that be believed that

he anew something about the municipal departments,
and that uowbere under me city government was less
work given lor ibe saluries paid than in the very
butldiug where tbo Board now sal. 1'here was the
superintendent ol Truuucy, Chlel Engineer of the Dopariinout,clerk and draugUlatneo and two inspectors
ol i'uel, neither ol whom vurued tue money tney wete
paid. Xusir oiHces were sinecures. The Supenuleudentol Trnancy rose to contradict Commissioner
Wickbam, but delerreu hla remarks, and said to a reporterof iho IIkkAnn mat 4,000 instead ol 400 scholars,
as stated by Mr. Wiokbam, had been returned.

BXPOBT OF THE NEW YOItX M EDICO-LBOAL

MOCIETT ON THEIR SANITARY CONDITION.
At the meeting of llio Now York Medico-Legal Ho.

ctoty, held last evening, at their rooms, in West
Tnirty-llrst street, Dr. U. J. O'Hullivan, as obalrmsn,
submitted the report of the special committee on the
sanitary condition of the public schools of this city.
This report is to bo transmitted to the Medical So*
cioty ol the State of New York.
Tholollowing is the report;.

year auii cover ouly lUe espouse ol tuition, hi do also
Luose or tOi behool ol Minis, wbieh auiouui to $-.100
per year.

Mr. Kuggles laid thai the School ol Miues naa
ample accommodation lor a largely increased number
jI siudcuig, but ool.lur 300 more. i'bv academic lie.
parluieni is already pinched h>r room aud could uol
la He any considerable number more. The present
lorce ol instructor* would be lusuiuoivnt n the numberol sludeuis should be largely increased ; but the
Bugagetncut ol uew tutors would easily overcome thia
iiUicuiiy. Ho lurtber aaid that the trustees of ColumbiaCollege had takou ao oincul cognizuice ol tlio
movomeul 10 aboiisli^he New York College, aud, lb In*
upiuion, would not do so. Tbey, ni far as tie kuows,
luiortaia leollnga ol esteem and respect lor llie Ust
uuuied lubvnuiiou uoa lor its otttoere. I bey think it a
raluanle establishment. and tbul it meets a waui ol the
community. Ho tbiuk* they will do nothing that could
be underetood as tcudtug to injure the Now York College,as they have uo Inclination to proilt by the downI.illol uuy cducatloual institution or lujuie the cause
of general leurniug In any way.
Professor Driller, the senior member of the faculty,

was also seen by (be reporter. Ha estimated ihu cost
ol books and oi her requisites for tbe acudulu!c course
at about #80 lor the course. He had not uearil of auy
proposal to cheapen ilia lees loruuy class of students.
A lew studouts rucoive, be said, free instruction each
ycurou proving tout they have uot the means ol pay.
ing lor it.

LOllU-HiCKS.

THE MOTION TO QUASH THE WHIT APPOINTING
A COMMXflblON IN LCJNACX.ISBUJCS IN THE
CASE AND BOW THE* AFFECT MB. LOUD.
Public curiosity is likely to be ireuled to another

surprise, or at least dtsappoiuimout, lu the Lord.Hicks
Gate when the tuotiou to quash the writ to the lunacy
proceedings, asgrautod by Judge Van Hruut, has been
suited lor llual arbitration bvtore Judge Donohua today.The argument in the case, It baa been uoclded,
will be postponed by mutual oonsent ol oounsel lor
a few days at least, or probably a week.
The opposing counsel compared notes yesteruay aud
Snallp concluded that they required further time on

both sides to propare tboir respective arguments.
It was, therefore, agreed that they assume a state of
:ouditioual neutrality uuin such time as taoy have
in irshalled and disciplined their tacts aud hgures
when legal hostilities will be again resumed, but no

general clash of loreusic arms will take place uutil
ibo constitutionality ol Judge Vau Brum's action in

ippotatiug the commission In lunacy has been dedaitolyaeterainud. ah a matter of course both siaos
will maintain their position with spirit.
Judge Fulitrlou. B has been ascertained, will appeariu supreme Court, Chamuors, to-day, ou behuit

jl Mr. Lord's children, anu novo In Ihu usuul wuy
thai the Court gram a postponement to some aetlnite
date, as counsel on both sides had mutually, agreed
that ibey were uot yet prepared to'commence
proceedings. Mr. bored, ol the llrm ol Porier,
Luwrey, Horen Ac btuue, the legal ^enileioeu who
have cbarge ol Mr. Lord's Interests, will |oiu iu the
request for an extension of time to prepare their side
ol the case, aud it is expected the Court will cousout.
Thm la aliuut all. in a leeal sense, which will IransDire
Id court to-day tu connection wttu lull celebrated
case. I

*kw a»*idavith isricTJio.
It has been stated ou gooa lutuority tbat the ronoa

the postponement In sought lor is uuo to Ihe luct
tbat Mr. Lord's couusol have recently prupared
in elaborate let ol afflUavili and family
documents which ure expected to shed new
light un the domestic skeleton in the Lorl closet.
Tuis has been considered by counsel lor the poll,
tiouers us uow evidence, and they iwturu will bring
out their heavy guns and open lire all along (he line
simultaneously. It Is lor this purpose, as alleged,
tbsy desire lime to develop the lull nature ot their
evideuoa and thereby make their side of the ease
complete in nil its parts.
At the Lord-Hicks residence yesterday nothing of

Interest transpired beyond Mr. and Mr& Lord taking
their ueual alieruoon carriage ride. Intimate Iriends
ol Mr. Lord, who have seeu that gentleman recently,
proclaim ibut he looka twenty years younger since his
marriage. JUr. Lord will not, aa expected, appear in
court to-day, nor dunog the subsequent proceedings
when the uroiiou to quash the writ <s being argued,
Should the ucnou ol Judge Van Brunt be sustained
Mr. Lord will appear before the Sheriff's jury and
show causo why ho should he oonsideiod ol sound
mind aud capable ol traussctiug aud taking charge ol
the bosioese of hie own osluie. He has a double incentivenow to maintain nis claims 10 be cousiuerod
as a sane man, lor in the event ol bis being adjudged
mentally deranged, or debilitated by old age or sickuess,bis marriage with Mrs. Hioks would be as a con.

sequence legally auuulled, and he bimsell become a
passive instrument in iho hands 01 guardians uppointedby tbo Court to insuage and administer bis
astaie. Ail "contracts," marriuge or otherwise, have
no biudiug force on one who Is adjudged a luuulic, or
jl uusound mind, or ol being physically or mentally
iiicnpublo, Iroiu whatever cause, uf taking charge of
tils material interests.

bUSAN DICKIE'S SANITY.

As already slated In mo Hkiiald, the matter of the
tlstribuuou ol the csiute ol tbe lute Patrick Dickie
a now pending bolore tbo Surrogate. TUore U alto

lending a sido issue la (be ittuo mailer bciore a coinnusiouor,involving ibo sanity ot Miss Susan Dickie,
juo of Uie heirs. Tbo oslate smounls iu all 10 about
f1100,000, ot which Miss Dickie Is to receive one-sixth,
ihe has bean uver six years in the Bloomingdalo Asy.
urn, uoi withstanding some of bar Irlenas assert ibat
ibe Is sane, sod to determine this question Is the
purpose ol the appointment of tbo prcsoot comtnlsiloner.
The only witness examined yesterdsy was Dr. Will,
am A. Hammond. He Was decidedly in lavor ol tbe
heory of Bias Dickto's sanity. When be visited ber,
je said, he louuii bcr diminutive in body uud expected
o lind ber diminutive iu mind, but on the latter
mint h<> was disappointed. Alter conversing with
jor lor about an hour on various subject* ho becamo
lonviuced that though not of remarkably strong niiud,
Ihe Was not ol unsound mind. Ho asked her >| «tie
ltd not berselt iu.uk that her mind was weak, lo
ivhicb alio made reply ihat she thought It would some*
vliui a fleet ibe niuiJ ot uny one to nave beau cotilinod
ox and a half years among insaue persons. Wub
.bis ibe Doctor agreed.
"Can she distinguish between right and wrongf"

miiiired counsel. Toe answer was that alio cleany
:ouid, was a remark.ibly conscientious woman and
tnduubledly rosponstolu for her acts.
"Is she a til subjcci lo be coultnud In a lunatic asyum?" again asked counsel.
"No; oh, no,*' was the response ot the witness.
Alter Minis luriDer testimony ou oiua.-.-examination,

vblch old not vary the siitisijtuue oi tuulgivou on the
llrect, tue commission auj#urn« d.

THE AltlUN HALL.

Preparations are making lor the masked ball ol the
Vnon Society, which takes place at tiilmore's Harden'

U ..I.111.t v -21 The nrinciiial leaLure will i>» a in»n.

iter procession representing the follies of the tluy by
»ver oue thousand persons clothed lu grotesque cos

nines.Dr. Leopold Daiuroscn end Ins lull orchoitra
if over oue hundred uud lllty periormers will supply
.he uiuaic. The sale of tickets thus Inr lias peon large,
tud it is expected that over lilluen tuousnnd persons
Mr 111 tie present.

THE LIEJJEltKllANZ BALL.

Prince Carnival will proclaim hla merry reign (or
iriel spell to-night at the Lioucrkrnnz bail, In tba
Academy of Music. Ill# coining potentate has beloreltandboldly announced thatiti bis preachce there
will be lenlivilies ua usual, but Usa not been pleased
to Indicate tboir precise neture. ilesiue the Prince
iler lioyul UlghooH* the "Princess Carnival" is to take
her Bland, nbd "Lustre" and "Light ' have siguillud
IDcir intention to brighten the occaaiuu by their
presence. A iter one o'clock no one will ne ad in; lied
to tnc ouilding, at whicu hour waaks are to h« removed.

STILL A MVSTEB X.

Id the case ot James A. Christie, who died a lew
weeks ago lu Newark under circumstance! that
puzzled the medtcel expert#, the Inquest waa resumed
yeaterday afternoon and concluded. The Jury renderedthe following vordiot:."W» Dud that James A.
fl.ru o Puinn 111 liu (Iftiith bL LllA (MLV ol VnAArlr

«ue liny ul January, 1S78, aud alter lliu testimony
given by physicians ami a chemical analysis we
tiuil dud th« positive cause wlilch leu to (lie death ol
the saia James A. Christie is to Una jory unknown."

'HUMAN WAIUOU8."

The remains of two more akeletoni.two ekulla,
leg, arm uud thigh bouea.were louud by workmen
yesterday atiereoon while digging at the foot ol Kiml
heveiity-iourth street. The two previously louod were
unearthed uii the UOth ot J ternary. It i* now tuppoauQthai the ground la the *He el an old oebeVery.'

f Eleven poor jacks.

CAPTAIN CHOW ELL, T11EIB ALLEGED A8BAII> '

ANT, AUUEarEO BE A DEFUT1 (iHKHUV.
the Capiain's biatemknt.a word about
"boabdiso house ul'nnli.h."
Captaio Crowoil, ol iLu UriiUU slop j. 8. Wright,

agaiuti whom eorioua cliurgos were recently prp(erredby ui* a ultra, wag touua at cue ulUce of Aloeira.
BojrU ft lliuekeu-jrcRieraay, eroero a depuiy abend
icrr.d turn witu »u order ol arreat on a war-
raut issuju oy juugo uuoomie, of the Supretu j C 'Urt.
1 be deputy, however, permitted In in 10 go ou parol#
till Ibruo o'clock tins afternoon ou the payment of
$11 75, whiCb the deputy claimed au tila lee# 'oi
making the arrest, and winch Captaiu Crowed paid
without knowing whether the charge was legi imull
or hot. This order ol arrest, winch wal
based ou a civil suit instituted ou behalfof a sailor named Joseph da Silva, and
obtained iroui one ol the State couris, rather surprisedthe Captain, who was hot aware that crimes
like those he was charged with, evon II true, aame
under the Jurisdiction of Statu ouurts, lie listing
always been ol opinion tbul proceeding* l.ko tbo-o
stinuid bo iostlluied id the Unitod Status courts*
Ncvoribolo.-s, he submitted to ibe process, paid tbe
fee deoiauded by the deputy sberifl, but did not ascertainwhen a huar.og would bo had. In tbe meantime,ou tno strength oi uu article published in yesterday'sttkiMLb, the iiritish Consul at this port cued
him to appear bulnre him this morning, where, under
oath, the Captain Intends to give In subslauce tna
an run ni.Pi iMilafu '»« Iha vnvouu ssf it>*> I sl U/-i..k.

which bo comuiunicuieU to ibo Hkkald reporter, wua
lounu biiu iii ibo ulllood of ibo shipping uiurcbuuti
Above mentioned.

Following is cue statement ol Captain Crowell:."I
sbippod these uieu )u Liverpool on or about Decembei
0 iusi. eiulie.i lruui imil port on December 14 aud
arrived ut Archer's stores, Brooklyn, on January 'd'J.
Host of these men lb 11s shipped were Greeks and
Italian*, who could not understand our commands.
Nevertheless, we got along with tbuui protty well.
They contracted lo go witu me and my vessel during
eleven moulds, ana if uuoessary to South America.
Wbuu wo arrived in hew Yorlt they bud been witn
tue about two moulds. Kievuii ol tboin dcserioi
within two hours alter ibo ship arrived. It is the
duty 01 every ssainen to tell tUe cupiuin wuencver
inure is anything wrong about bis lood, auu thuso
men uever made the least compluiiit to me. But there
is nam in ibo harbor ol New York u set ol meu
who board every British aud coiotual sbip and induce
the uieu to swear anything against the captain. 1 hey
uro men bauglng around tlio sailors' bourdiug houses,
anu some ol tuuiu proiuas to bj lawyers. We call
them 'crimps' aud 'bluUura' 'f

SO SLOOP OX TUli VKSSkL.
"But, Captain," raid the reporter, "it is alleged thai

the duck was siaineo with blood."
"It is lajse,replied Ibu captain. "The idea evon la

ridiculous. 1 loll tue sUip wueu ul Uruveseud Bay at
hull-past ono 1'. M. on Friday and returned ul hall-past
two T. M. the next day. those men had all left by
that time aud neither then nor at uuy time before wua
tbe're the least drop ol blood on the dock. Ol course,
thuy bud not received any wages because the voyage
lor wbicn tuey bud contracted had not expired, in
tucl, by rights tnoy could oi|iy doinaud one-third of
tbelr wages until tne entire voyugo was ul uu end.
They dm not even ask tue pay duo them and loll the
ship without permission."

"it Is stated in these charges, Captain, that yon are
hall owner ol the J. a. Wright Is this true?"
"Not at all. 1 an only a servant lor tho owners of

the vessel. My chiel mute has been with me oigbtceu
months.over slt.ee loo J. ri. Wright was launched.
uud my socogd inuto live months. During ibo pnst
eight years that 1 have commanded vessels 1 never
have made use ol prolano words to seamen employed
under mo."
"Was there any cruelty or punishment on hoard

during the voyage?"
"No cruelly whatever, but I punished two boys.

Henry Haywood and John Graham.lor stealing. I
gave one three stripes of the rope's end and the other
six. Granum stole a pair ol gaiters, a sailor's coat
uuu tnu euiriB iruui nuviuor scmuuu, uuu aaywiiuu
stole I palm used lor sewing lrom toe second officer
aud v-trious trilliug articles lrom other seamen. 1 ul.
ways made it a particular point to tell my officer* 10
letch tbo mea requiring punishment to me, uuo tUey
always did >0. Wooa 1 returned to my snip at Uravo.s.
end liny, though I Heard that the men bad deserted, I
beard 01 no complaint whatever un.il 1 saw ins
charges iu yesterday's Hkkalo, and tne papers wer«
served on me ibis morning."

CAM Tills UK TKUK?
"How do you aooouut lor meso obarges against you,

tbeo, Captuinf"
"in tins way. During the past twelve years ihcr«

bas been a ring of boarding bouse runners wbo make
it a point to induce seamen to swear to auyiuinn
against tbeir officers so tbat tbey can bleed tbetn. I
onue saw u case wbere one 01 those'crimps'beat a
man aoverely because be reluscd to swour to tbc documenttbey bad prepared lor him. Wnerover mere
is a sailors' boarumg bouse there you will bnd ilia
men onaaged lu ibis oolarious botlness."
The papers ou which the Captain was arrsstod up.

pear to bo issued by the supreme Court, Judge
Douobue presiding, and are based on an affidavit by
Joseph da Bilvu, a seaman ou the J. 3. Wright, wua *

charges that tne captain aud assistant "without any
just causo or provocation violently assaulted aud
oeat the uoponent on diflureut parts ot his body wit a
tbeir clinched lists, cutting bis lace and nose, und
that Crowell struck Inm ou the eye with his clinched
Hsu" Captain Crowelt denios these allegations, and is
anxious to investigate the causes that have led to the
preferment, 01 theso charges.
lu couvursatiou witu a shipping merchant the latiet

stated that a practice ol aucoyiug British cnptaius in
this port was uow the aubject mutter of correspondencebetween Uritisb consuls in this country aud
tbeir borne officii l'b.it owlug to the absence oi
proper treaties these sailor boardiug bouse men bad
It ail their own wuy whenever seamen deserted lrom 4
British or colonial snip. It was diit'oreui with iho
mercuan 1 vessels lrom Norway, France, Spain and
other countries. If seainon deserted lrom such vesselstbey could at once go to tbeir respective consuls,
and on ibeir order the police of New York would arrestthem. Not so wan British aud even American
vessels. There eoucuiar authority was 01 uo avail

BKOOKLYN'fci EXCISE DEFICIENCY.

Joseph Legged, the absconding clerk of ibe Brook-
ly u Board ol Excise, is silll at large, all eflurts made
by lb« police 10 uncurtain bis wnereuboius buying
proved futile. Caabior Wado, of tbe Lioonso Bureau,
bu inedo a thorough examination of the books ami
bus prepared a report showing tbo result ol bis labors,
which will be trunsinllted lo the Hoard of Aldermen
at ibetr meeting on Mouduy uuxt. The duliciency
utnounis lo several tnouauud dollars, but the Ugurel
could uot be uscertalued.

JEltSEY LtQUOit LAW.

A meeting of the Hudson County Liquor Doalera*
Associatiou was beld yesterday afternoon at the AvenueHouse, Five Corners, Jersey City Height.-}, Mr,
Lembeclt, president ol the association, in tne chair.
Mr. William I). Duly, counsel ol the uasociatlen, wu
present. Tuu president announced that, owing in
tbe extraordinary measures lu ooutumplation against
the liquor dealers by a combination of the temperance
societies, some dccisivo act.on should be taicon as a

counter movement. A loug debate followed, and
it was tinuiiy resolved to instruct tho Judu

cisry Commtltee to "pledge tho last uollir" to do. *

(cat any lurther legislation against the liquor Interest.
Members then paid iu as arrears tuo sum ol $800, male*
ing a total ol nearly $4,000 Tne resolution calling on
the counsel to prepare u bill ol indictment lor conspiracyagainst unvor Cotter, Jonu W. Burnett and
Kloazur Hull passed unanimously.
The Bayonue liquor dealers have commeneod In

earnest tbo war ngamst tboir opponents. A bind is
being raised lor the purpose 01 procurtug evidence
against those persons wno were insti umeutal lu procuringevidence against liquor dealers by means of
suborned perjurers. Kx-3ouutor Winlleld states tbul lie
has iniormation in bis possession winch will
probably consign some or the liayonne olty olflciuls to
the State Prison. As counsel lor the liquor dealers he
Is determined to silt tbe case ol beau Ion, tbe Informal-,
to tbe bottom, and il tne luiter should turn State's

Mr Windent will auk for a nolle prosequi ou (bo
charge oi perjury aiKiin.-l Scanlun.

WHISKEY OR CHEMICALS?
Tbe trial or the suit brougut id the United Statog

Court, Brooklyn, before Judge Houcdlcl and a Jury,
lor tbe Confiture ot lite bond* luraisbcd by Jnbu Haiti*
day, proprietor ol an aliened Illicit whlskoy dial llory,
which was aeizud In February la.-1, in Williamsburg,
was continu«a yesterday. 1'be defendant tesliUed m
bla own byball to tbo eilect thai no was a cbutuiat
and was cuanged ill tbe uiuiiUlucturo ol analiuo uyca
sun did not distil spirit*. Tbo oa*o will be Continued
to-day.

THE LAST DRINK.
Christian Jordon, a German, of Ninth avenuo and

St vouij -seventh street, came bouie on Tuesday in an
lolbJtioated condition and wa* upbraided by m* wit*
lor bis constant drunkenness, liocoming exuaper.
atod at btr scolding, be went to a cupboard, and inklugout a quart bottle of whiskey, be drank tbo cntiro
content*. Three hour* alterward he died.

CESAR1 AND CLTAUL
The Coroner yesterday held an Inquest on tho death

ol Francisco Cesarl, an Italian ragptck r, of No. 64
Muiocrry street, who was killed on the 24th ultimo by
another Italian called Francisco loUrt. Cesarl was
truck on tbe head with a club while in bis room, and

It Is said a number ot fnenda were preseut at tbo
lime. Tbe murderer escaped ullerward and It ta
supposed has loll tbo c'ly. Ttiore were no witnesses
at tbe inquest t*it could or would tell anything about
the cam-, uuil alter bettriui! tbe rvi.tnnrn n.> »

ottlour who audinlcil Uic wouoara ruan lo mo sliliua
boa.jo, tu« Jury broanui to a rtrdioi imvlicaiing C*
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